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GARDEN GOSSIP. 


trouble, increasing in size each season. Close to Her Majest 
in my garden grew one season a group of pale yellow fo J 
gloves, and it turned out somewhat unexpectedly a m 0s * 
successful combination of colour. 

Early June is the time of beauty in the fern garden, vvhe 
all the delicate green lace is newly expanded ; later i n the 
month comes the ripening of the spores. The traditional 
Eve of St. John for the perfecting of this process is by no 
means incorrect. I know a splendid collection of British 
ferns, raised by their owner himself entirely from spore. This 
is an interesting process, which I recommend to all those who 
care to have an insight into the life-history through its two 
generations of any or all of the ferns. The large royal fern 
Osmunda regalis, is easy to follow through the unfamiliar 
other generation, which so few ever are conscious of at all on 
account of its comparatively large size. Very little apparatus 
is -needed; a flower pot with its base standing in water and 
covered with a bell glass, and upon the soil in the flower 
pot a ripening spore branch (to find one ripe and vet 
unscattered is not always to be achieved), is all that is 
necessary. In such conditions and in due time the spore 
will germinate into small plants near an inch in size, bearing 
on he under surface the two sets of organs whose un on 

“arr s td h x,T„ re - beari d g osmunda ’ s ° 

soil and ■*» - 
S. Armitt. 


A STROLL IN SEARCH OF FLOWERS NEAR A 
VILLAGE IN WILTSHIRE. 

By C. Agnes Rooper. 

LET us picture to ourselves a fine day in the early part of 
June, 1900, when spring has not quite taken its departure, 
nor summer fully arrived ; when the meadows are still golden 
with buttercups, and the trees still clothed with the fresh 
green foliage of their awakening after their winter sleep; 
when the May blossom in the hedges is fading away, giving 
place to wreaths of wild roses and sweet honeysuckles ; and 
when the birds are still singing their amorous songs in wood 
and copse ; and let the scene of this fair mental picture be 
laid in a village in the lovely vale of the Avon in Wiltshire, 
with its rich pastures and fine timber and landscape of peace 
and prosperity. The village itself is a lingering relic of old 
rural England, with its winding street of detached thatched- 
roofed cottages, each standing in its own garden we 
stocked with vegetables and gay with many an old-fashioned 
flower, such as stocks, pinks and snapdragons In the midst 
stands the village inn, with its gable roof of heavy 
its old sign on a red-brown board, conspicuous on the creamy 
ye, lot walls. A little further and the -art newjchool- 
hottse is visible— -the one lmk »tl it labourers> the 

according to the P”*®”*,* i earne d and cunning” for 
youngsters are made far is to happen in the 

farm work; and what in cons q tt are sure they 

future with regard to ^^er. covered rectory, with 

dun'no ” ! Close bythe^r situated the village 

its sunny lawn and trim gar en, t ^ e pr ide of 

church, enclosed in its well-kept c : u w ’ here UIlde r the 

which is a grand old yew of un mown y^ ^ fore f a thers of 
shade of its far-spreading bran , century— a 

the hamlet sleep.” It is a c urc neighbourhood, 

date common to most of the chui c ieh t ^ e Av on was the 

either in town or village, when t ie and when the 

centre of a considerable wool en ll J fortunes, built for 
masters in the trade, having mac e 









A STROLL IN SEARCH OF FLOWERS 


themselves substant.al and handsomely 
rich in finely carved or, el windows and quaint gargoyj' ' 
and, besides, limited liability compan.es not then existin ’ 
wherein they could invest their supertluous savings an. 
instigated by a spirit of “ other-worldliness," they devoted 
this money to the erection of costly places of worship to the 
glory of God and future benefit of their souls, ihis church 
has in its interior— in addition to the graceful arches and 
interesting tracery of the windows, which it shares i n 
common with the neighbouring churches— a peculiar monu- 
ment, viz., an incised outline in black of a skeleton, partly 
enveloped in a shroud, and beneath it these lines : — 

“As I was, so are yee ; 

As I am, soon you will bee.” 

But we have lingered long enough in the village, and it is 
time we should start on our stroll in pursuance of our object 
to botanize and study nature generally. Our proposed 
course leads over a meadow just laid down for hay, redolent 
with the sweet scent of grass and numberless flowers, such 
as yellow buttercups, open-eyed ox-eye daisy, the cat’s ears, 
two varieties of orchis, the mascula and the pyramid (in 
Somersetshire the popular name for the orchis is granfer- 
winkles), and many more well-known favorites. A primitive 
stile has now to be surmounted (why do stiles in Wiltshire 
always lean towards you as if on purpose to make the 
getting over them doubly awkward and laborious r), and we 
ourselves in another field, but this one is occupied by 
vs grouped in different artistic attitudes, reminders of 
v JTf S C arm ’ n & ca ttle pieces, 'lhey have eaten down the 
sncrirr. l ° n ’ S \t We must g° to the hedges for our floral 
combined* 1 0r ^ We d i sa PP°i n ted, for growing in lovely 

the blue meadow geranium, the 

skywards ■ anti* 1 ™’ lossln 8 Its pretty umbels of white flowers 
Britain— the snit* t crovrmn S joy— for it is a rare plant in 
our wandering stenA^ ° f Bethlehem ! In the meantime 
pee-wit, who to • aVe aroused the maternal fears of a 
to her nest hoy 6111106 US awa y fr° m too close a proximity 
plaintive cry jj S °J er OUr heads uttering her shrill and 
“ thoughts intent h ***** ^ needless : we are on other 

ones, and we haste 1 ^ . t ^ 10se interfering with her young 

on into a wood, where a scene presents 


t 
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itself, dear to any admirer of Nature’s changing moods, of the 
wonderful effects of light and shade on tree and bush and 
uneven ground throwing up the varied tints of the young 
foliage, and the ruddy ones of last year’s still lying “ beneath 
their parent shade,” altogether producing a kaleidoscope of 
co lour. Above us the wood pigeons are softly cooing to 
their mates, whilst the cuckoo’s voice is heard not yet “ out 
of tune,” as it ought to be according to the old rhyme about 
the cuckoo. A propos to that I venture to quote the old 
ditty, for the last two lines may not be known to all my 

readers : — . ... 

In April come he will, 

In May he sings all day, 

In June he is out of tune, 

In July he begins to fly, 

In August go he must, 

For a Cuckoo in September 
No man can remember. 

The wood proves to be full of treasures, the sweet 
butterfly orchis, herb paris, Solomon's seal, the cotton 
thistle, spindle tree, wood loosestrife, creeping jenny, the 
woodruff, common gromwell and wild garlick, are 
interesting, and we are not long m making a raid upo 
(hem Emerging from .be wood we find 

banks of a “"V™ reeC and only 
luxuriant growth of grasses, and the 

disturbed by the dips of swa ^ows on^ ^ ^ 

risings of small fish fro silently watching the 

induced to rest awhile on beau P tifully . toloure d butterflies, 
erratic proceedings of sev .It ^ f J m flower , 0 flower, 

moths, and dragon flies, thpir ee’g's on some 

either seeking food or depositing and 

convenient stalk, before we co ting leaves of the 

when we do it is to notice on the flo* U g^ ^ 

persicaria a number of curious^ them A member of 

miniature shuttlecocks fi . ^ objects tells us 

our party who is understanding (ranatrd). 

they Ire the eggs of a «>™ ewhat "^^^phrfy in three 
Our course along the canal gives h P t > s beard, the 

distinct colours, the hound’s tongue, «» g^ ^ ^ ^ 
greater skullcap, various an s called the fleur de 

family, the yellow water flag, a 0 2 
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luce the lily of France, and the last blossoms of the p re t tv 
buckbean. But what gives us perhaps more delight i s the 
graceful motion of the various grasses as their feather-like 
plumes are swayed to and fro by the summer breeze. Q Ur 
homeward steps are directed through a green lane with 
high hedges on each side, casting long and cooling 
shadows most grateful on this sunny day and inducing Us 
to prolong our search for further additions to our store i n 
our already well filled tin botany cases. Nor are we 
unrewarded, for we pick the bladder campion, the rose 
campion, the nipplewort, the equisetum, the beccabunga 
and one or two more familiar flowers, whilst the hedges' 
themselves are decked with blossoms of wild roses the 
graceful wreaths of the two kinds of bryony and sprays of 
honeysuckle, and the leaves of the maples partly forming the 
hedges are covered with the coral-like galls of the maple 
gall. The path through a field, yellow with the dyer’s 
wood, brings us home, where in the delightful shade of a 
noble plane tree we enjoy cups of afternoon tea, wish that 
the time for strawberries and cream had arrived and 
exhibit and talk over our various treasures. 


fter in whom 6od bath set so much of grace.’ 

La Vita Nuova (trs. Rossetti). 


«the education of a ROYAL PRINCESS.”* 

(Continued from page 3°W 

The Coronation. 

“ The gorgeous and imposing ceremonial upon which the 
eves of the whole nation had been fixed in eager anticipation 
for many weeks, was at length enacted on the 28th of June, 
i8 ,8 • and never, perhaps, has England known a blither 
ubilee than that which witnessed the voluntary and solemn 
ratification^ the compact, which has been for the past year 

bright procession passe ^ est ’ a ll that dazzled the 

to the ‘fair vestal throned l> the sp i e ndour of the 

eyes and took the senses cap iv moral interest with 

pageant, was as nothing m ®gr who cou i d behold 

which the spectacle was do ’ resentative of a fong line 
unmoved, the young and 1 y early an age to 

of kings, whom Providence vi / bly aff ected 

wield the sceptre of earth s ? ch a scene was calculated 
by the mingled emotions w 1 rg w hile receiving the 

to inspire, and touched even ^ The limits of this 

enthusiastic homage o .. ^ t ^ e observances of t e 

work forbid any lengthene great metropolis, crowce 

day ; suffice it to say that the g ^ ^ milUo „, not 
beyond any former P receden ‘' useme „ts especially provided 
only to mingle in the various and voice in the 

for their gratification, but to J as the subjects 

common absent to that 


